Heterogeneous in vitro sensitivities of metastatic B16 melanoma sublines and clones to retinoic acid or BCNU.
Murine B16 melanoma sublines have been cloned or selected in vivo for preference of bloodborne metastatic colonization of lung, ovary, or brain. These sublines show differing metastatic properties and cell surface alterations that correlate with a preference for metastatic colonization sites. When the sensitivities of these selected sublines to certain drugs (beta-all-trans retinoic acid or 1,3-bis (2-chlorethyl)-1-nitrosourea (BCNU) were examined, the in vivo-selected sublines were more resistant to growth inhibition in vitro by cytostatic (retinoic acid) or cytotoxic (BCNU) drugs than was the parental B16 line.